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Free In Jesus!
“Free From the Wrath of God”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

Here is our basic verse for these next few months:

John 8:36 “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”

Today I want to talk about being free from God’s wrath.

1Thess 5:9 “For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,”
John 3:36 “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

It is certainly great news that God has set us free from His wrath!  We see clearly from the John verse above that only those who obey Jesus are free from that wrath.  So God has protected only His children from His wrath because Jesus took that wrath for them on the cross.  The rest of the people who live or have lived in the world have the wrath of God abiding on them.  The word “abides” in that verse means that the wrath of God is forever and continuously on them.  That wrath was on us but now we are free from it due to being born again as His children.  I remember a comic strip that involved a kid who went around with a black cloud over his head.  Some of you may remember that strip also.  So imagine your neighbor who is not a child of God with such a cloud over his/her head, and you still do not have the full significance of abiding wrath.  
The word “wrath” appears 184 times in the Bible.  Below I have listed a few verses appropriate for this discussion.  
Rom 2:5 But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God,

Rom 2:8 but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation.
Many people that we know are still storing up the wrath of God.  Each day spent outside of the will of God causes more such wrath to be stored in their accounts.  Such knowledge should encourage and motivate us to witness concerning our Lord.

Eph 2:3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.
All of us, before our spiritual rebirth, were living according to the sin of our flesh and thus we also had the wrath of God on our head.  But now we are free so we should live as free people.

Col 3:5 Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.

Col 3:6 For it is on account of these things that the wrath of God will come,
Although we Christians are already free from God’s coming wrath we still are involved in the process of sanctification as God is helping us to also be free from the sin effects still in our bodies.  Part of that sanctification process is to consider our bodies dead to the effects of The Fall such as Paul mentions below.  When we consider that our bodies are dead to such effects we should not encourage them in any way.  Although Paul does not intend to give us a complete list of such effects that still try to entangle us, the list is sufficient to cause anyone to search his heart and see any weakness that needs attention.  

Paul gives us another list of those attributes of people who are storing up wrath for themselves.  It is important that we also read carefully this list for any lingering sin that may still be trying to control us.  

Eph 5:3 “But do not let immorality or any impurity or greed even be named among you, as is proper among saints;

Eph 5:4 and there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.

Eph 5:5 For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.

Eph 5:6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.”

We Christians eagerly wait for the return of Jesus and we praise Him for His work that has set us free in so many ways, even from the wrath of God.

1Thess 1:10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come.

Certainly the day will come when the wrath of God will pour out.  Even the wrath of the “gentle” Lamb will be evident.  When that day comes it will too late for people who are not His children.  
Rev 6:16 “and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb;

Rev 6:17 for the great day of their wrath has come; and who is able to stand? “
For all of us who are free from the wrath of God we should thank Him Who made it happen.  Also take time to pray that He will change the heart of your friends and relatives who are not free from this wrath.  
Praise God for this freedom from wrath enjoyed by all who are in Jesus Christ.

Rom 5:9 “Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.”
